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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">employees walked out. The legislative investigat- <BR>ing committee reported \"there was practically no<BR>organization existing among the rubber employees<BR>when the strike began. A small local of the Indus- <BR>trial Workers of the World comprised of between<BR>fifteen and fifty members had been formed. . . .<BR>Simultaneously with the beginning of the strike,<BR>organizers of the I. W. W. appeared on the ground<BR>inviting and urging the striking employees to unite<BR>with their organization.\" Many of these testified<BR>before the public authorities that they had not<BR>joined because they believed in the preachings of<BR>the organization but because \"they hoped through<BR>collective action to increase their wages and im- <BR>prove their conditions of employment.\" The tac- <BR>tics of the strike leaders soon alienated the public,<BR>which had at first been inclined towards the strikers-,<BR>and acts of violence led to the organization of a<BR>vigilance committee of one thousand citizens which<BR>warned the leaders to leave town.</SPAN><BR>\
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